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“The time has come to reaffirm our enduring spirit: to 
choose our better history, to carry forward that precious 
gift, that noble idea, passed on from generation to 
generation: the God-given promise that all are equal, all 
are free, and all deserve a chance to pursue their full 
measure of happiness.”

This is our shared ideal. This is what we work to 
accomplish in Baltimore.

www.osi-baltimore.org

President Barack Obama
Inaugural Address, January 20, 2009

Every year, approximately 8,000 individuals 
released from prison return to Baltimore City. 
Many of these adults have limited education 
and few job skills and are homeless. They face 
overwhelming odds. Consequently, nearly 
50% of people released from Maryland prisons 
are re-incarcerated within three years.

A significant proportion of school absences are the 
result of suspensions. In 2006-2007, 9,854 students were 
suspended, many repeatedly, resulting in 16,752 
suspensions in the Baltimore City Schools. This represented 
an astonishing 12.5% of the total enrollment.

Heroin addiction has plagued Baltimore for years, 
yet we know that treatment works if it is available. 
All too frequently, those who need treatment simply 
can’t get it, especially the uninsured.  Untreated 
addiction not only ruins individuals, it destroys 
families and our community.

Because we recognize that solutions to 
challenging issues sometimes sprout from 
untested and unlikely places, we also support 
a growing corps of social entrepreneurs and 
visionaries committed to working with under-
served populations in our city.  

What’s great about OSI is that they are willing to take risks and 
fund initiatives that make sense but that require some cool thinking.”

A communitywide movement to support alternatives to out-of-
school suspensions got under way two years ago, largely at the 
behest of the Open Society Institute-Baltimore…With a mission 
to address issues that contribute to chronic rates of poverty, 
dropouts, and crime, OSI-Baltimore zeroed in on the city school 
system’s disciplinary record.”

OSI serves Marylanders of all walks 
of life, from our children, to our 
single parents, to our seniors, to 
those who are summoning up the 
courage to challenge their 
addictions – and now we are a 
different and better city.”   

OSI’s targeted investments have supported key expansions in 
capacity and improvements in care. OSI has been an essential 
partner for public health progress on substance abuse in the 
city over the last decade.”

The challenges facing most newly-released 
adults are daunting:

They are ineligible to apply for public housing 
for at least 18 months.

If they owe child support, they are likely to 
have accrued substantial debt while they were 
incarcerated.

They must pay a monthly parole supervision fee 
but often do not have a job.

They face severely limited options for employment 
because of lack of skills and discrimination.

Contrary to popular belief, the overwhelming majority of students are not suspended because of 
violent behavior.

Overtaxed teachers and principals were suspending more and more children because of disrespect and 
disobedience.

When children are suspended, they fall behind in school, engage in risky activities, and are more apt to drop out.

The school discipline code provided little guidance, permitting suspension for every type of student misbehavior.

There are several known treatments for heroin 
addiction yet, up until a few years ago, the 
only effective out-patient treatment available in 
Baltimore was methadone, administered solely 
at drug treatment clinics—all with lengthy 
waiting lists.

Frequently, those suffering from addiction show up 
at hospitals and are treated for symptoms that arise 
from their condition—such as skin infections or HIV—
but the underlying addiction is not treated.

Up until recently, doctors were unable to prescribe 
medication for heroin addiction in their private 
practices and health clinics.

Many individuals face financial barriers to pay for 
treatment—even Medicaid and Medicare presented 
obstacles.

Open Society Institute-Baltimore actively 
works to provide prisoners with pre-release 
services, such as drug addiction treatment, and 
fund programs to make their transition into 
the community more effective by supporting 
community-based treatment, job-training and 
other services. In addition, we work to promote 
effective alternatives to incarceration. We 
actively engage in policy reform to reduce the 
sky-rocketing growth of incarceration. And, we 
work with employers to address their concerns 
in hiring people with criminal histories.

Open Society Institute-Baltimore recognizes that school is the one place where children, especially those 
living in poverty, are guaranteed access to the services they need to become productive citizens.  Being in 
the classroom is a key to their future success.

We have brought nationally-recognized leaders to Baltimore to talk about the negative effects of 
suspension on children, pulled together data to let city leaders understand the scale of the problem, and 
together with key partners, funded model programs that provide suspension alternatives for schools—
many of which have now been adopted.  We engaged experts to help revamp the discipline code, which 
Dr. Andrés Alonso, the current CEO of City Schools, implemented in fall 2008. As a result, suspension are 
down by 1,500 in the first semester of the 2009-2010 academic year.

Immediately after the FDA approved buprenor- 
phine, a tablet medication to treat heroin 
addiction, the Open Society Institute-Baltimore 
advocated for its greater use in Baltimore. 

We supported efforts to educate physicians 
about its efficacy and encouraged community 
health centers and drug clinics supported by 
Baltimore Substance Abuse Systems to offer 
buprenorphine, making treatment much more 
widely available. Along with other funding 
partners, we persuaded hospitals to treat 
in-patients for addiction and, when appropriate, 
transfer them to physicians’ practices. Dr. 
Joshua Sharfstein, the Baltimore City Health 
Commissioner, and a champion of buprenor-
phine treatment, led the effort to recruit more 
physicians to prescribe it, waiving fees for 
physicians’ licensing. As of January 2009, the 
state has now added an additional $1 million for 
this treatment in Baltimore City. 

The Baltimore Community Fellows, now over 100 

members strong, undergird our three priority 

initiatives to create opportunity and justice 

throughout the city. They are on the ground activ-

ists, working directly in our communities. They 

serve as an early warning system, in effect, alerting 

us to emerging problems and often creating 

solutions that not only work, but can be replicated 

elsewhere. In many ways, they serve as the “glue” 

to make solutions stick—networking, bringing 

communities together and sharing effective 

strategies from one field to another. 

The Fellowships program gives expression to 

one of our most central goals: creating lasting 

change by giving individuals from all communi-

ties the opportunity and resources to realize 

their talents.
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Jason Perkins–Cohen
Executive Director, Job Opportunities Task Force

Dr. Joshua Sharfstein
Commissioner, Baltimore City Health Dept.EDUCATION WEEK Governor Martin O’Malley

CRIMINAL AND 
JUVENILE JUSTICE

TACKLING
DRUG ADDICTION

Baltimore Community 
Fellowships

Education & Youth 
Development

OSI-Baltimore focuses its work exclusively on the root causes of three intertwined problems — drug addiction, 
an over-reliance on incarceration, and obstacles that impede youth in succeeding inside and outside the classroom.

an example of how we 
confront a critical problem



$10,000,000
George Soros’ match for $20 million raised 
between 2006 and 2010

$1,000,000 and above
Annie E. Casey Foundation
Empower Baltimore Management Corporation
Osprey Foundation
Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Foundation

$250,000 to $999,000
Mary Catherine Bunting
Cohen Opportunity Fund
Ben and Zelda Cohen Charitable Foundation
JEHT Foundation
Zanvyl and Isabelle Krieger Fund
T. Rowe Price Associates Foundation
Lockhart Vaughan Foundation

$100,000 to $249,999
Abell Foundation
Jacob and Hilda Blaustein Foundation
Bunting Family Foundation
George L. Bunting, Jr.
William C. Clarke, III
Hoffberger Foundation
Joseph and Harvey Meyerhoff Family 
Charitable Funds
James and Mary Miller Charitable Gift Fund
George A. Murnaghan Fund
PNC Bank
United Way of Central Maryland

$25,000 to $99,999
Anonymous
Baltimore Community Foundation
Bendit Foundation
Morton K. and Jane Blaustein Foundation
Lois and Irving Blum Foundation
Commonweal Foundation
Dillon Fund
Marilynn Duker and Dale McArdle

Supporting Guests

Tedd and Teri Alexander

Sister Helen Amos

Lynn Anderson

Michael J. Baader

Serena Baum

John and Diane Baum 

Emile and Gail Bendit

Kristina Berdan

Karen Bond

Frank III and Helen Bonsal

William and Meta Boyd

Toby Bozzuto

Mark Hyman and Peggy Brennecke

Eddie and Sylvia Brown

Peter Brunn

Marc Bunting

Deborah Winston Callard

Deborah Cameron

Mark and Linda Caplan

Anthony and Eleanor Carey

Vic Carter

Cheryl Casciani

David Benn and Diane Cho 

Tony and Diane Cipollone

William and Bonnie Clark

Steve Close

Jonas and Renee Cohen

Gary and Charlene Cohen 

Bob Merbler and Cindi Conklin

Beverly Cooper

Worth and Jane Daniels

Roger and Ellen Dankert

Nancy Haragan and Gwen Davidson

Andre M. Davis

Richard and Rosalee Davison

George and Mary Doub

Edward and Susie Dunn

Pierce and Lee Hoyt Dunn

Tom and Ajax Eastman

Sylvia Eggleston-Wehr

Carlton and Roxanne Epps

Louis Thalheimer and Juliet Eurich

William J. Evitts

Lois Feinblatt

Hathaway Ferebee

Martin and Stephanie Fetsch

Stanley Fine

Cecil and Sheryl Flamer

Neal Friedlander and Ginny Adams

John and Donna Lee Frisch

Donald Fry

Marianne Githens

Jack and Toni Griswold

Adam and Fredye Gross

Larry and Carol Haislip

Mona Hajj

William and Connie Hankins

Jane Harrison

Carla D. Hayden

Dan Henson

Dan Proctor and Jeffrey Hess

Samuel and Barbara Himmelrich

Bruce Hoffberger

Christian Johansson

Jeanette Karpay

Amy Freeman and Kathy Kelly

Michael and Narinda Kelly

Nicholas Koas

David Kandel and Betsy Krieger

Robert and Cynthia Lawrence

Fred and Jonna Lazarus

Foundation for Maryland’s Future
Goldseker Foundation
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
Patricia and Mark K. Joseph
Marion I. and Henry J. Knott Foundation
Alison and Arnold Richman
The Shelter Group
Jean and Sidney Silber Foundation
William F. Wendler Family Fund

$10,000 to $24,999
William G. Baker, Jr. Memorial Fund
Deborah Winston Callard
Cammack Family Charitable Gift Fund
CareFirst BlueCross BlueShield
Brigitte and Donald Manekin Family
Moser Family Philanthropic Fund
Stanley Panitz
M. Sigmund and Barbara K. Shapiro 
Philanthropic Fund
Shelter Development LLC
Robin and Jimmy Wood

$5,000 to $9,999
Geoffrey Greif/ Greif Family Fund
Nancy Haragan and Gwen Davidson
Kent Family Foundation
Edward J. Peres
Catherine C. Samuels
Scripps Howard Foundation

$2,000 to $4,999
E. Clinton and Katharine Bamberger
Herbert Bearman Foundation
Sana and Andy Brooks Family Fund
Sherrilyn Ifill
Gloria B. and Herbert M. Katzenberg 
Charitable Fund
Sara W. Levi
Susan P. Leviton
John Meyerhoff and Lenel Srochi Meyerhoff
Michael Meyerstein
Diana Morris and Peter Shiras
Anne S. Perkins
Edmund M. Notzon III
Philip and Beryl Sachs Family Foundation
Amy and Jack Wilen, Jr.

Joanne Nathans

Aspasia and Erik Oosterwijk

Harriet Panitz

Stanley and Linda Hambleton Panitz

Walton and Donna Pearson

Anne S. Perkins

Mike Posko

Pete Powell

Tim Pryor

Steve Raabe 

Shantel Randolph

Phil and Lynn Rauch

George and Jennifer Reynolds

Francis and Faith Riggs

Kirk Kolodner and Betsy Ringel

Larry and Jan Rivitz

M. Sigmund and Barbara Shapiro

Paul Silber

Wilbert H. Sirota

Marc Steiner

Tanya Terrell

Sanford and Beth Ungar

John Cammack and Kimberly Warren

Tim Doran and Robin Weiss

William F. Wendler

Larry and Nancy Wertheimer

Jack Wilen

June Wing

Robin and Jimmy Wood

Matthew Wyskiel

C. Douglas York

Steven Ziger

$500 to $1,999
Anonymous
James and Marjorie Baer Philanthropic Fund
Graydon Barz
Taylor Branch and Christy Macy
Sloane Brown
Andre M. Davis
Suzy and Eddie Dunn Fund
Fedder and Garten
Flamer Family Fund
Andrew D. Freeman
Neal Friedlander
Harold G. Hathaway, III
Carla D. Hayden 
Sandra D. Hess
Barbara L. Himmelrich
Will J. Jordan, Jr. and Wanda M. Brooks
Henry D. Kahn, Jr. and Marlene Trestman
Pamela J. King
Braxton and Margaret Marshall Mitchell
Vernon A. Reid Charitable Fund
Tricia Rubacky and Bill Merritt
Debra and Joe Rubino
Stephen and Sheila Sachs
C. William Struever
Jed Weeks
Matthew and Christina Wyskiel Family Fund

Up to $500
Elizabeth J. and Charles T. Albert, Jr.
Jacqueline Baldick
Brenda Bratton Blom
Karen Bond
Cecilia M. Brennecke and Mark Hyman
Jonas M. L. and Renee Cohen
Ellen Sondheim Dankert and Roger L. 
Dankert
Tamara R. and T. Bruce Faulstich
H. Martin Fetsch
Janice Fineman
Frank and Tara Gallagher
Jonathan and Pamela Genn
Peter Gilmore
Jeffrey J. Gray and Christina A. Youngston
William L. Hankins
Jessica K. Heriot

Brian Hesse
Steven Himmelrich and Eileen Fader
Ramiro G. Iturralde and Christine E. Kasper
C. Godfrey Jacobs
Joseph T. Jones
Peter E. Keith
Michael Kelly
Ali & Emma Koramshahi & Rina Steinhauer
Weldon Mason, LLC
Judith P. Miller
A. Wren Moessbauer
Charlotte B. Morris
Molleson W. and Charles O’Donovan, V
Harry and Lynn O’Mealia
Aspasia and Erik Oosterwijk
Harriet L. Panitz
David R. Paulson
Penn Subaru
Donna F. Peremes
Mitchell Price and Christine M. Perney
Jennell L. Pruitt
Robin E. N. Redding
Kenneth J. and Elizabeth W. Rutherford
Corinne Sandone
Paul S. and Christine Sarbanes
Wen Shen and Colin A. Norman
Rita St. Clair and Joseph Sheppard
Daniela H. Stefovska
Herbert J. and Elizabeth L. Sturz
Ralph E. and Judith A. Thompson
Charles G. Tildon, Jr.
Emil Volcheck and Kathleen Wilsbach
Leonard and Lindley Weinberg
Joseph Wetherington
Nancy Wertheimer
Erica and John Wilhide
C. Douglas York

OSI-Baltimore 
gratefully acknowledges 
these contributions:

OSI-Baltimore gratefully 
acknowledges the supporters of our 
10th anniversary celebration:

2006-2008 DONATIONS to osi-baltimore
totalling $12 million

*William C. Clarke, III, Chair
*Clinton Bamberger, Esq.
*Deborah Winston Callard
*Suzanne F. Cohen

Andre M. Davis
Marilynn K. Duker
Sherrilyn A. Ifill
Joseph T. Jones Jr.

Will J. Jordan, Ph.D.
Susan P. Leviton
Donald A. Manekin

*Anne S. Perkins

Herbert J. Sturz
*Robin Williams Wood
*Campaign Committee Members

Carla Hayden, Co-chair
Bill Struever, Co-chair
Peter Beilenson
Gail Bendit
Ann Boyce
Sylvia Brown
Marc Bunting

 

Corporate Sponsors

Brown Advisory

Brown, Goldstein & Levy

Gallagher, Evelius & Jones

Gordon, Feinblat, Rothman, 
Hoffberger & Hollander

Harkins Builders

Hatcher Group

Hogan and Hartson

Legg Mason

Ober Kaler

PNC Bank

Reznick Group

RSM McGladrey

The Shelter Group

SMART Business Advisory

Judy Campbell
Vic Carter
Pierce Dunn
Tracy Durkin
Andrew Freeman
Neal M. Friedlander
Geoffrey Greif   

Linda Hambleton Panitz
Mary Miller 
Elizabeth Moser
Ed Peres
Otis Rolley, III 
Michael Rosenbaum 
Michael Sarbanes

Joshua Sharfstein
Paul Silber
Pat Turner
Chip Wendler
Nancy Wertheimer
Steve Ziger

OSI-Baltimore Board

Donations and pledges made through March 1, 2009 are included in this list. We strive to assure the accuracy of this 
list. Please contact Tricia Rubacky, Director of Development, to make a gift or correct an error: 410.234.1092 x211 
or trubacky@sorosny.org.

OSI-Baltimore Leadership Council Members

15%

16%

44%

4%

21%

osi board

PUBLIC FUNDS

CORPORATIONS

individuals & 
family funds

FOUNDATIONS

        

approaches that have shown good results 
elsewhere.  We take calculated risks to 
change the status quo and advocate for the 
smart and efficient use of public monies.  
We craft strategies that produce results and 
build the partnerships that are necessary 
to bring about real change in our city. With 
your support, we get at the root of the 
problems that prevent opportunity from 
thriving in our city and address the needs of 
Baltimore’s most vulnerable residents.

Please share this report and challenge 
others to invest in our work to help us 
reach our $20 million campaign milestone 
by 2010. Contact us directly or visit us 
online at www.osi-baltimore.org to make a 
pledge or learn more. 

Thank you for ensuring that the Open Society 
Institute can continue to fight for justice 

and opportunity for all of Baltimore’s residents. 
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“During OSI’s 10 years here, it has tackled some 
of the city’s most persistent challenges, 

including drug addiction, the high costs of 
incarceration and helping young people 

stay on track to become scholars and leaders.
The Baltimore SuN, May 2008

Dear Friends of Open Society Institute-Baltimore: 

Sincerely, 

William C. Clarke, III 	 Diana Morris 
Board Chair 		  Director

We have wonderful news to share! 
Thanks to you, the Baltimore 
community, we have raised $12 million 
toward the $20 million challenge 
goal set forth by George Soros. 

In recognition of our collective success in 
raising these challenge funds for Baltimore, 
George Soros has promised to continue to 
cover our operations and overhead 
expenses well into the future.  We hope that 
this generous vote of confidence from our 
major benefactor will inspire your additional 
support for our path-breaking initiatives.

OSI-Baltimore provides vital grant support and 
shares its expertise about proven and promising 
practices with our grantees, the Baltimore 
Community Fellows, the business community, 
the broader philanthropic community, and city 
and state government leaders.  We give voice 
to audacious ideas and examine


